
Number 93 
by Meg Hanes, Children & Family Director 

For years, my car has been “labeled” with the number 93 on its windshield so that teachers 

know who was supposed to get in my car when I picked Katie Margaret and Chris up in carpool. Last 

week, as I was driving home from picking up the last of their belongings from school, I realized that I 

didn’t need that number 93 anymore; that it would actually become someone else’s carpool number 

next year because both of the children were now in middle school. However, it was several days later 

before I got up the courage to take that number off my windshield, even though it was completely 

unnecessary now. As I began to pull the number off my windshield, I noticed some tape remained on the 

windshield. So, I went back and worked on those pesky little pieces of tape that just didn’t want to come 

off. A wave of emotions came over me as I picked at those pieces. Why was it so hard for me to take 

that simple number off my car, and why was I so emotional about freeing up the corner of my 

windshield? Removing labels in our lives can be scary, especially if they have defined our lives for such a 

long time. We worry that nothing will fill the spot that old label once held or that what fills that spot 

might be harder to deal with than the label we had removed. We fear that we might become more 

exposed; that people might not like what they see once we remove that label. And what if the label 

doesn’t come off completely? What if pieces remain? The uncertainty of making that change, of 

removing that label, can be overwhelming. By removing that carpool number, I was in fact removing the 

label that told everyone that I was the mom of an elementary student and replacing it with the label 

indicating I was now a full-fledged middle school mom, and that change is scary.  But in Deuteronomy 

31:8, we are reminded that “the Lord himself goes before you and will be with you,” and we should not 

be afraid or discouraged. Over the past few months, we have seen labels change. Moms and dads have 

become teachers, and many people have gone from being technologically challenged to “techie” 

experts. For some, those labels are temporary, but for others, those labels will have a lasting effect. That 

is no accident. The Lord has a plan laid out for all of us and goes ahead of us to secure the way. So, 

friends, as some labels disappear and new ones take their place, may we all take comfort in knowing 

that the Father is there with us and will guide us every step of the way.  

 


