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JANUARY 3, 2020 - EPIPHANY SUNDAY

Epiphany
Matthew 2:1-12
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Matthew 28:16-20
Rev. Cary Stockett, Senior Pastor

Sherry Russum
Executive Administrator
SRussum@gallowayumc.org

Bailey Shelton
Tweens Coordinator
BShelton@gallowayumc.org

Jenny Slack
Director of Broadcast/
Communications
JSlack@gallowayumc.org

Caroline Temple Smith
Ministry Coordinator,
Worship Arts/Social Media
CSmith@gallowayumc.org

JANUARY 17, 2020 - 2ND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY

The Sacraments: The Mirror of Baptism, pt. 2
Matthew 28:16-20
Rev. Cary Stockett, Senior Pastor

JANUARY 24, 2020 - 3RD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY

The Sacraments: The Lord’s Supper, pt. 1
1 Corinthians 11:17-34
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Lee Smith
Director of Facility Management
LSmith@gallowayumc.org
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1 Corinthians 11:17-34
Rev. Cary Stockett, Senior Pastor
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SUNDAY WORSHIP BULLETINS
are viewable and printable through our website
http://www.gallowayumc.org/PDF/bulletin.pdf
Archived worship services can be viewed through our
Livestream Channel — https://www.livestream.com/gallowayumc

DIFFICULT DECISIONS:
A Message from Galloway’s Covid Advisory Team
Dear Galloway family and friends,
On Wednesday, December 2nd, our state’s daily number of new-cases of Corona soared to
a record of 2,457. That same afternoon, a communique went out from Dr. Thomas Dobbs
and the State Department of Health, which you can read by visiting the following website:
https://msdh.ms.gov/msdhsite/_static/resources/11728.pdf
Please note the closing portions of that alert:

All residents of Mississippi should avoid any social gathering that includes individuals
outside of the nuclear family or household. MSDH recommends that Mississippians
only participate in work, school or other absolutely essential activities.
It continues, urging Mississippians to avoid public or social gatherings such as the
following:
• Social events or parties
• Family gatherings outside of the household or nuclear family
• Weddings
• Funerals (other than close family and preferably outdoors)
• Sporting events
• In-person church services
The same afternoon, the Mississippi United Methodist Conference Pandemic Task Team
urged all U.M. churches in our state to suspend in-person worship and church-related
activities.
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The Galloway Covid Team convened that evening, in a meeting that brought painful
decisions and directives. Those precautionary measures for the Galloway family include:
*Suspension of in-person worship
*Cancelation of all upcoming gatherings and programs
*Closing our building, except for essential services and the Early Childhood Development Center
*Directing our staff to work from home as they are able
These precautions were disappointing to the Team members as we made them, and equally disappointing to the
clergy/staff, usually the first who must respond to the congregation’s questions, objections and disappointments. It is
important to us that the church family understands that the Covid Team fully supports our clergy and staff in their daily
efforts to lead, and to reflect the image of Christ with us.
As the Covid Advisory Team for Galloway, we prayerfully consider and discuss at length the risks, and the precautions
we set for our church, and for her ongoing ministry and mission. Our decisions are shaped by solid information from
the Centers for Disease Control, the National Institutes of Health, and our State Department of Health.
We commit to making decisions that are faithful to our vow to do no harm and to love our neighbor through
compassionate precautions, adhering to CDC and MSDH guidelines while honoring and meeting the needs of our
congregation.
We hold fast to the hope promised by our Lord, that where two or more are gathered in his name, we will experience
real worship. We will again gather in spirit through our broadcast and Livestream services, giving thanks for this
ministry that connects us across the miles. Finally, we stand in Advent hope as we prayerfully wait and watch for a
vaccine, and await that glorious day when we can celebrate together gathering in person again.

NEW WAYS TO DEAL
WITH OLD PROBLEMS
If you could change anything in your past what
would you change? How many Christians ponder
this question? I remember when I was in second
grade, the event that changed my confidence in my appearance. My mother asked me to clean the kitchen
while she packed for a fun weekend trip to Tunica to visit an aunt. In my stubbornness I begrudgingly grabbed
a pot of hot water from the stove. To my surprise the metal handles were very hot. I quickly dropped the hot
pot and before I could step back, the scolding water spilled onto my right foot.
I instantly took off my shoe and sock. When I touched my foot the flesh split. With real fear and pain, I began
to cry and begged for my mother’s help. Like a loving parent she came to my rescue. Using ice and cold water
she placed my foot into a basin to help cool and soothe my injury. Immediately, I wished that I could begin
that scene over. I would speak words of respect and act in obedience to my mother as I approached the task
with a kinder, gentler spirit. That school year was one I will never forget. I had to hop onto the school bus

without crutches, carrying 6 to 8 books without a book bag. In fact, I hopped to and from school the entire
school year on my left foot. Many days and nights I thought about how much better my life would be IF I
could turn back the hands of time. Today, I have a scar that reminds me not to be disrespectful to others,
especially my mother! I know that doing God’s Will with a bad attitude can also result in a bad outcome. I
realize that the problem I had so long ago was that I did not want to do the dishes at that time. In my heart I
can imagine asking “do I do it now, or later, or perhaps never?”
How many of us would like an opportunity to behave differently? How often have we refused to follow God’s
call on our lives because it is something “we don’t want to do right now?” Can we do it later, or perhaps
never? There are many directives in scripture to help guide our work, and to soothe the pain in our world
today. January is the first month of a new year and it offers us new ways to solve old problems. Our problems
appear to be the same, but we must learn to deal with them differently. Imagine a youthful person being
asked to write a thank-you note after receiving that ultimate gift on Christmas. Letter writing is a faded art. A
young person may think that texting or using FaceTime would be received more favorably. Imagine a person
with a Degree in Philosophy volunteering to use his skills at a homeless shelter. Better yet, can you imagine
being the person who donates a body organ to a stranger who needs it? These type donations have helped
heal many very sick people.
Read aloud God’s Words in *Romans 12, verses 1 & 2: I appeal to you therefore, brothers (and sisters), by the
mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual
worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that by
testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” Then ask yourself,
when God puts a call on my life, will I respond, “may I do it later, or perhaps never, and in the meantime, God,
can you please ask someone else?”

What are some old problems that can be dealt with differently as we enter the new year? This new year ‘2021’

is the perfect time to use new ways of dealing with old problems. What are some of the OLD problems in your
life that need to be dealt with in a NEW and different way? Who do you identify as your neighbor or enemy?
Are you truly allowing your children to know the Christ of our faith who guides our behavior? How are you
treating your body and what are you allowing your eyes to see and your ears to hear? What is your plan that
leads to a life of wholeness and wellness? What are your scars?
Perhaps a regimented exercise routine would encourage a healthier lifestyle. We can better support our minds
as we grow older if we remain active. As we transition from one season in life to the next, how will we answer
God’s call on our life? Will we say, “not now, maybe later, or perhaps never?” God created us all for His Glory.
How will you glorify Him in the way you see health and wellness?
Dear Heavenly Father, may we present our bodies as a living sacrifice, holy, and pure. I appeal to you therefore,
brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present and make yourself acceptable to do God’s work. We
pray that this world and its troubles will not consume us or our families. Renew in us a mind that is transformed
by the Holy Spirit so that we may discern Your Will. Holy Spirit guide us to what is good, acceptable, and
pleasing in God’s sight. Let us do it now, not later, or perhaps we will MISS the opportunity to be God’s hands,
feet, and voice. Forgive our disobedience as we continue to live in a world that tempts our desire to do good, to

show mercy and be Christlike. We pray that we always love You, that we would want do good, and do no harm
to the world You created for us, Your children. Have mercy on us as we work toward a healthier life. Heal our
sin sick souls. AMEN
The Faith-Sharing New Testament.

Rhoda Barnes, Ph.D., Behavioral Psychologist | Galloway Memorial UMC | Health & Wellness

2021 7TH GRADE CONFIRMATION SERVICE
Sunday, February 21st

2021 6TH GRADE CONFIRMATION
Lessons Begin
Sunday, January 10th
2021 6TH GRADE CONFIRMATION SERVICE
Sunday, May 9th

YOUNG ADULT LIFE GROUPS STARTING IN JANUARY
Fellowship for Life’s Journey
One of the strongest foundations of our Methodist heritage is the focus on small group growth and
fellowship. Small groups bring an opportunity for deepening discipleship, spiritual formation, and
Christian bonds that grow in our faith walk together over time.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR, because Galloway will be launching a new discipleship program
geared toward young adults beginning in January 2021: GUMC Young Adult Life Groups.
These groups will be 10-12 people to a group and will run from late January through

April. Reverend Susannah and Chuck Sampson will be leading these groups and will be
sharing more information and details about how to sign up through the month of
December.
If you are interested in joining a Young Adult Life Group please email Rev. Susannah at
scarr@gallowayumc.org or call the church office, 601.353.9691. We are excited to offer
this new discipleship opportunity to our young adults and look forward to walking the
journey of faith with you in this way!

STUDENT MINISTRY
WALTER ROBERTS, DIRECTOR
WRoberts@GallowayUMC.org

SUNDAY NIGHT YOUTH GROUP
Our Sunday Night Youth activities will kick back off on Sunday, January 10. Middle School (7 th-8th graders) will
meet at 5:30 and High School students will meet at 6:30. Due to the growing numbers of COVID cases, we will
begin meeting virtually via Zoom and we hope to transition to Life Groups later in the semester. For information

please contact wroberts@gallowayumc.org

SCHOLARSHIPS!!!!
Scholarships for United Methodist Students are set to open January 1 st. Below are a list of scholarships that
Galloway high school seniors and college students have access to, along with their deadlines
 United Methodist Higher Education Foundation: Opens January 1, 2021 and the deadline for
submission is March 1st.
 Umhef.org

 United Methodist General Board of High Education and Ministry: Opens January 1, 2021 and the
deadline for submission is March 24th.
 Gbhem.org
 Mississippi United Methodist Foundation: Opens January 2, 2021 and close on April 1 st.
 Ms-umf.org
In order to complete the application students should visit each organizations website. If you have any questions,
please contact wroberts@gallowayumc.org.

RACIAL HEALING CIRCLE INVITE

Racial Healing Circles

In the December edition of the Galloway Spotlight, Pastor Lori
5-weeks
shared a personal and touching story about the influence an
beginning January 2021
African American associate pastor had on her when she was a
via Zoom
teenager. It is experiences like this that inform us or give us the
courage to talk about the racial issues that plague our society. As
Lori so eloquently wrote, “Through our sharing we meet each other, and we meet God within each other”.
We are offering a space for our Galloway family to have these types of conversation in a racial healing circle. We
invite you to participate in a 5 week Racial Healing Circle in which we will be about the business of telling
personal stories. Two groups will be offered: one all white and one mixed race. Groups are kept small and
sharing is done in pairs. Having these conversations is God’s work, and God wants to work through the members
of Galloway. There is a spot for you.
Circles will start in the middle of the month. You can sign up by going to the following link:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D49A8A928A4FDC70-racial
For more information, please feel free to contact LTill@gallowayumc.org or wroberts@gallowayumc.org

MEMORIALS

Ralph Farr

Lucy Pauschaler

Marita & Ben Walton

Elise & Tommy Williams

Walter Godbold

George Raworth

Renee & Jimmy Jones

Patsy Raworth

Sr. Minister Fund

Alternative Christmas Gift

Marita & Ben Walton

Sara Roberts

Ralph A. Higginbotham

Marita & Ben Walton

David Higginbotham

Janie Sage

Marie Martin

Susan Shands Jones

Gloria Green

Naomi & Bob Ridgway

Nellie S. Smith

Loyce McKenzie
Naomi & Bob Ridgway

Meals on Wheels
Dr. & Mrs. John Studdard

Carolyn M. Temple

Chancel Choir

Marita & Ben Walton

Jim Pace

Virginia Van Hecke

Karen E. Redhead

Karen E. Redhead

Elise & Tommy Williams

Music Fund

Guy Van Slyke
Ruth & Sam Cole

Donate sanctuary flowers in honor/memory/

Sr. Minister Fund

or celebration of your loved ones during
Sunday Worship. In-person Sunday worship is

Meredith & Jimmy Creekmore

Grace Place
Kitty & Louis Fuller

currently suspended. The altar flowers will be
enjoyed by those who worship with us
virtually on Sunday mornings at 11:00 a.m. via
our Live Broadcast on WAPT and Livestream.

Grace Place

Reserve your date by contacting Caroline

Renee & Jimmy Jones

Temple Smith; csmith@gallowayumc.org.

Grace Place
Marita & Ben Walton
Grace Place
Virginia Anne & Cleve Whitley
Grace Place

Otis Bennett Walton Jr.
Jill & Paul Gunn
Altar Guild

Alan Weeks
Diann & Bob James

HONORS
Cary Stockett
Clay T. Wright
Sr. Minister Fund

Available Dates for 2021:
January 10, 17 and 24

April 18 and 25
May 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30
June 13, 20 and 27
July 4 and 18
August 8, 15, 22 and 29

September 5, 12, 19 and 26
October 17, 24 and 31
November 14 and 21
December 26

MISSIONAL THOUGHTS
Pastor Lori G Till
LTill@GallowayUMC.org
Many thanks to all who donated hats, gloves, and other items for our Grace Place friends! The
ECDC Children brought donations and helped pack the bags with these winter and hygiene items.
On December 17 we dropped off these gifts at Stewpot and the Bridge for our friends. Due to the

surge in coronavirus cases, we could not take volunteers to pass them out as we had originally
intended to do. This was for the safety of our friends and our volunteers.
We continue to send our Grace Place budget to Stewpot who is serving the morning meal for us
in this season. Like us, Stewpot is not currently receiving volunteers. They are able to operate
with staff only. Grace Place relies on volunteers to function, so when we cannot safely receive our
volunteers, we cannot open our doors. This is not a permanent shift. It continues to be a vital

ministry, and we are grateful to continue this ministry through our partners.
During this season, we will apply ourselves to things we can do safely such as:
 Collecting donations for monthly distributions at Stewpot and other partner

organizations who serve our friends
 Praying intentionally and fervently
 Organizing our space and our procedures for Grace Place

 Forming a reopening plan

GIVING OPPORTUNITY
The first full week of each month (January through May) we will have a collection bin at the
South Entrance on Yazoo street during office hours to collect Grace Place Donations. This month
we invite donations of rain ponchos, blankets, and new long underwear.

GRACE PLACE VOLUNTEERS
Remember to follow the prayer calendar you received in the mail! You will get an email or phone
call when the date and time for our January Zoom is set. Topic of discussion for this month’s
zoom: DREAMING for the Future! The first 10 minutes will be for prayer, feel free to join for just
the prayer each month if you can’t stay for the entirety or don’t have thoughts regarding the
specific topic of the month.

Children’s Center

Grace Place Project

Galloway members answer our Prayer Line
each Sunday during the 11:00 a.m. worship
service. During the COVID-19 Pandemic,
volunteers have worked from home, praying
with and for our callers. Training takes less than ten minutes, and the time spent praying with others
blesses both parties in prayer. If you are willing to serve in this wonderful ministry, please contact
Susan Richards at srichards@gallowayumc.org or call 601-326-3447.

Grief takes many forms; the loss through death of a loved one, health
or caregiving issues, job loss, life changes such as the empty nest, and
many other transitions. Galloway’s grief group is a safe place to
process grief with others, and to know that you are not alone.
Facilitated by counselor and Stay-Home Hospice Chaplain, Julie Orr,
this group meets on a monthly basis. The upcoming meeting will be
on Monday, January 4, 5:00-6:30 p.m. via Zoom. If you wish to attend or if you need more
information, please contact Susan Richards at srichards@gallowayumc.org or call 601-326-3447.

We all experience challenges in life, and there are times when we could
benefit from the support of a caring Christian friend. Stephen Ministers are
ready to provide one-to-one, emotional and spiritual care we need when
faced with a crisis such as the loss of a loved one, hospitalization, divorce or
separation, unemployment or a job crisis, terminal illness, incarceration,
recovery after an accident or disaster, and many other life challenges. If you
are interested in receiving confidential Christian care from a Stephen
Minister, please contact Cary Stockett/CStockett@GallowayUMC.org,
Susannah Carr/SCarr@GallowayUMC.org, or Susan Richards/
SRichards@GallowayUMC.org.
If you are interested in training to become a Stephen Minister, please
contact Susan Richards at 601-326-3447 / SRichards@GallowayUMC.org.

(hospitalized since last Spotlight issue)
Don Fortenberry, Betty Jo Lipscomb, Dabney Wilkerson

 To Kevin McKenzie on the death of his mother, Loyce Cain McKenzie.

 To Galloway employee, Gwen Christmas, on the death of her brother, Brandon Morgan.

Amber and Russell Morrison
presented their son,

James Russell Morrison, Jr.
for Christian Baptism on
Sunday, December 13, 2020.

 Dabney and Carlton Wilkerson welcomed a daughter, Cora Jane Wilkerson, on Sunday, November
22, 2020 in Honolulu, HI. Galloway grandparents are Trudy and Lewis Lipscomb.

 Trudy and Lewis Lipscomb have a new granddaughter, Cora Jane Wilkerson, born Sunday, November
22, 2020 in Honolulu, HI. Proud Galloway parents are Dabney and Carlton Wilkerson.
 Susan and Tommie Cardin welcomed a granddaughter, McKee Lynn Smith, on Wednesday,
December 9, 2020. Proud parents are Hannah Rachel and Conner Smith.
 Mechelle and Cary Stockett welcome a granddaughter, Amelia Faith (Mia) Stockett, born Sunday,
December 13, 2020. Proud parents are Shannon and Andrew Stockett.

Galloway wants to share your good news! Please send us the following information and we will list
it in our monthly Spotlight: Name of the child, Birth date and city, Name of parents, Name of
Galloway grandparents. Please e-mail your information by the 5th of each month for publication in
the next month’s issue to: srichards@gallowayumc.org.

Get Connected to Galloway:
Social Media

- #lifeatgalloway

Instagram

@galloway_umc

Facebook

facebook.com/gallowayumc

Galloway Website
www.GallowayUMC.org
WAPT
Watch us LIVE on WAPT 11:00 a.m. Central

www.LiveStream.com/gallowayumc
You can log in at 11:00 a.m. central time and watch us live or you can
watch past recording of our Worship service .

Donate On-line at GallowayUMC.org or via this QR Code
Step 1: Take out your smart phone.
Step 2: Download a free QR Reader App.
Step 3: Scan the QR Code to the right.
Step 4: Fill in the needed information.

