Dear Galloway Family,
Like many of you, we have been following the developments of the 2019 novel corona virus (COVID-19) very closely. Although we
are not currently aware of any COVID-19 cases in our congregation or in the Jackson metro area, we are concerned for the health
and safety of our members and the broader community. We recognize the tremendous anxiety our community is feeling.
In today’s press conference from the MS Department of Health, we have been advised to avoid gatherings of 250 people or more.
While we do not regularly have that many people in a single service, we recognize that we have an influx of people within a short
timeframe within our church Sanctuary and buildings. Out of an abundance of caution for those who are more susceptible to
potential harm through this disease, including our adults over the age of 65 and persons with compromised immune systems, we
want to limit the exposure of the corona virus in our community. Our approach is informed by two well respected physicians in
our congregation as well as state and federal health officials. In our efforts to follow John Wesley’s guidance to do no harm, to do
good, and to stay love with God as we minimize health and safety risks at Galloway UMC, the following steps are being taken at
present.
For this Sunday, March 15, we are suspending our worship services in the Sanctuary as well as all other activities at the
church including: Sunday School, Sunday lunch, Sunday Night Live (SNL), and any other meetings. The youth group will
be meeting off-site, and our director of student ministry, Walter Roberts, is in communication with our youth and parents
about the details. Our service WILL broadcast at 11 a.m. on WAPT and through livestreaming with a continuation of the
current sermon series while incorporating music from a previously broadcasted service. We are making this decision
for this Sunday only in the expectation of evolving information about best next steps. We will keep you posted. Please
understand that we have not taken these steps lightly. While the level of disruption to our normal rhythms can be
stressful, we want to walk this journey together while considering how we might be in service to those who are most
vulnerable.
During the week, the plan is to operate with our normal business hours for the church offices while following the guidelines
from the MS Department of Health for hand washing, cleaning, and sanitation.
Our Grace Place Ministry will continue at this time through providing a sack lunch rather than our normal hot meal.
If you are sick and concerned you may be experiencing symptoms, please contact your local physician’s office first to receive
medical care and limit your exposure to other people. Then, please contact the church office and/or pastors by phone or
e-mail, so that we may discern the best ways we can offer support and pastoral care in an appropriate way.
The need for your financial support continues for the ministries of the church, so please consider mailing your tithe/offering,
setting up bill-pay through your bank or the church office, or paying online through our Galloway website at this link.
Please pray for all who are currently impacted and all who work in health care and other service agencies in the midst of
this challenging time. We may have to be creative in how we stay connected during this season as we take precaution
and follow the guidelines which have been offered.
Updates will be sent to the congregation on a regular basis and posted on Galloway’s website and Facebook page along with other
information and resources. We will continue to monitor this situation as it develops and will consider the most up-to-date
information as we make decisions about events and gatherings beyond this week. This is a rapidly progressing situation that
impacts us all. We appreciate your understanding as we work together to keep both Galloway and Mississippi safe.

Grace and peace,
Rev. Cary Stockett
Senior Pastor

Rev. Emily Sanford
Associate Pastor

Rev. Eddie Spencer
Pastor of Church and Society

RESOURCES
Resources for the most up-to-date information:
Click here for the latest information from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention on corona virus.
Click here for the most up-to-date information from the Mississippi State Department of Health on corona virus.
Detailed information is also available through the World Health Organization (WHO) website.

