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A few weeks ago, I sat in the small black box theater at Belhaven University as students performed “The Women of 
Lockerbie,” a play based on the true story of one of the first instances of modern terrorism—the bombing of an 
international commercial flight. The shrapnel of the plane rained down on the small town of Lockerbie, Scotland, 
changing the lives of the people there forever. The locals worked together to collect the remains of those killed in 
the attack, and the women of the town continued to work for years collecting and lovingly cleaning the belongings 
of those killed so that they could return them to the families who would never have the closure of burying their 
loved ones. In the play, one of the women explains their devotion to this ministry saying, “When evil comes into 
the world, it is the job of the witness to turn it into love.”  
 
The arrival of the COVID-19 pandemic in our world may not be evil, but it is certainly a source of great fear, pain, 
and suffering. It not only threatens the physical health of many, but it is also disrupting the social, financial, and 
emotional wellbeing of many more. We find ourselves in shock, hardly able to process the statistics and warnings 
and news stories that are constantly raining down upon us. And yet, as we witness this great pain in the world, we 
are invited to turn it into love. As Christian witnesses, it is our job to turn it into love.  
 
In this present moment, we can turn the pain to love by staying home and honoring social distancing guidelines to 
avoid spreading the disease to vulnerable neighbors. We can share physical and financial resources with those 
suffering from a lack of access to necessities. We can reach out via phone and internet to those feeling cut off and 
lonely. We can pray for one another in the midst of it all. We can love one another well, even as God loves us. We 
are not alone. Ours is a God skilled at turning pain to love. 

 


